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General 
The Southern Heritage Trust has had a busy year. The undoubted highlight was the 
visit of Sir Neil Cossons, Chair of English Heritage, to Dunedin in July as the guest of 
the Trust. Two other major activities have been support of the campaign for the 
preservation of the Dunedin Gasworks, and the creation of an ‘Anzacs at Gallipoli’ 
trail at the Northern Cemetery, which was launched at a public ceremony prior to 
Anzac Day. The Trust has also made a number of major submissions to the Dunedin 
City Council on heritage matters, and was rewarded with a prominent place in the 
Council’s published Heritage Strategy. 
 
Trustees 
Geoff Kearsley, who had been Chair of the Trust since its inception in 2002, stepped 
down from the Chair at the 2007 Annual General Meeting and subsequently resigned 
from the Trust through pressure of other commitments. He was warmly thanked for 
his contribution. Barry Clarke has taken on the role of Chair, and Garth Lucas has 
been elected to the vacant Trusteeship. Anna Carr (now Anna Thompson) has been 
able to play a full part this year after gaining her doctorate; conversely Carol 
Robinson has been in Auckland for most of the year but has continued to make a 
significant contribution to the Harbour Trails project. Louise Croot is to be 
congratulated on being awarded an MNZM in the New Year Honours list. 
 
Visit of Sir Neil Cossons   
This was by far the most ambitious venture that the Trust has ever undertaken and 
took months of planning. While in Dunedin Sir Neil delivered an open lecture at the 
University of Otago on ‘The Power of Place’, chaired a public seminar on ‘Heritage: 
Asset or Liability’ and spoke at a Gasworks Gala, which included a dramatic 
performance and an art auction and raised $9,000 for the Dunedin Gasworks Trust. 
The visit not only served to raise awareness of heritage issues in the community but 
enhanced the public profile of the Trust, as Sir Neil appeared on radio and television 
and in articles in the newspapers. 
 
Dunedin Gasworks Museum 
Apart from  Sir Neil’s visit, the Trust has supported the Gasworks Museum Trust by 
assisting in its strategic planning, making submissions to the Dunedin City Council’s 
Annual Plan, contributing to twice-monthly open days, and seeking the involvement 
of Otago University, Otago Polytechnic, Rotary Clubs and other organisations. 
 



The Northern Cemetery 
In addition to the launch of the Anzac trail, the Trust has continued to maintain both  
its Sexton’s Cottage Information Gallery and the Northern Cemetery website, which 
has attracted a large number of users. There has been a steady stream of visitors 
tracing family graves in the cemetery, including some from as far away as the New 
Hebrides. Among the visitors was Margaret Marks of the War Graves Commission, 
who reported that her colleagues at the Ministry of Culture and Heritage were most 
impressed with the work that the Trust is doing to make the cemetery known to a 
wider audience. 
 
Otago Harbour Trails Project 
Considerable progress has been made during the year on this project, which will link 
heritage sites on both sides of the harbour. A pilot minibus tour of the West Harbour 
was led by historian Ian Church in November. A draft text for the brochure is 
currently out for comment and arrangements are being made for graphic design and 
printing. 
 
Other Activities 
Five Savoy Afternoon Teas have been held in the course of the year, based on a 
series of special themes; these continue to be popular events with attendances 
topping the one hundred mark on occasion. The Trust has also provided guides for 
two ‘Theatres of Dunedin’ tours in the Otago Settlers Museum’s programme, and 
helped in the development of a further ‘Dunedin Industrial Heritage’ guided bus tour. 
As before, talks on heritage have been given on a request to a number of 
organisations in the region, including Gore, Balclutha, Milton and Palmerston as well 
as in Dunedin. 
 
Membership/Logo/Website 
Much preliminary work has been done since the decision last year to set up a 
Southern Heritage Trust membership category, and we are now in position to launch 
a membership drive. The Trust now has a new logo and letterhead and the new 
website is in the final stages of construction. 
 
Helpers 
There remains a major problem in our lack of funds to employ long-term staff, which 
means that projects can take a long time to be completed. We have received 
dedicated service this year from Juliette Stoddard, who has held a Task Force Green 
position and has done a huge amount of research work on the war graves in the 
Northern Cemetery, in addition to answering the queries of the general public and 
compiling the text of the Anzac Trail brochure. Of our previous volunteers, Alan 
Mendoza has helped with updates of the website, Karl Perry with the design of the 
Anzac Trail brochure, and Amanda Kennedy with guiding. We are also most grateful 
to Tony Crick for the design of the new logo and letterhead and to Craig Bush for his 
work in developing the new website. 
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